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INTRODUCTION 


For the first time since its conception over nine years ago, I wasasked 
the other day, "What is the objective of I/iKTEEN - what are its alms?" After 
some deliberation I realised that, in all the years I have been Editor, I have 
never really asked myself the same question, and was somewhat lost for an ans¬ 
wer, After all LAntern is,,,well.,,its,,.IANTEENI 

Perhaps now is as good a time r.s any to give a potted ‘history* of the 
magazine and its ‘parent* The Borderline Science Investigation Group> known 
affectionately by all involved in it as BSIG (pronounced ber-cig). The Group 
was formed in 1971 with the following aims: 

1, To discover as much unusual and unexplained phenomena as possible 

in the region of East Anglia, ; . 

2, To investigate in as scientific and unbiased a manner as possible 

all phenomena, • •. 


.3, To document any findings and report them to the nedessary bodies 
in an unbiased and scientific manner, 

These three main aims still apply to the Group - although within the last few 
years the emphasis has moved from the ‘scientific investigation* aspect to the 
research, recording and documentation of unexplained phenomena* 

LANTERN came along about 12 months after the formation of the BSIG and 
its main purpose then was to be an internal ‘Journal* in.which would be coiw,, 
£a£ned reports of the Groups m-any and varied investigations, plus details of 
research carried out by individuals both within and without the: Group, Over a 
period of time, it became apparent thatthere were more people ‘outside the BSIG 
(and outside East Anglia) than in it ijho were interested in reading lANTBRNj 
and so, iii the Autumn of 1973, under the joint editorship of Denis Fletcher 
and myself, liiNTERN was launched on a more ‘commercial* basis. Although not an 
overwhelming success, the magazine did just about managed to pay for itself an 
also reached a Vfider readership. Since that time, LANTERN has moved with the 
ever-changing ideas of the BSIG - and now tries to reflect all the different 
aspects of the ‘Unexplained* in East Anglia. Sometimes dealing with them in 
the form of ‘researched* articles, other times simply reporting that such and 
such a phenomena has or did happen at such and such a date; ip the hopes that 
others .will pick up all the loose threads and werve their owni theories and 
-Lo». them. Basically, LANTERN exists to infioiira and to bje enjoyed - I 

hope it does just this,** livan Bunn,Editor, 



SUBSCRIPTIONS 

IF THERE IS A CROSS IN THE BOX BELOW THEN IT |^lNS THAT lOUR 
SUBSCRIPTION TO UNTERN IS NOW DUE FOR RENEWAL. 


U.K. SUBSCRIPTION IS £1.20 (4 ISSUES). OVERSEA SUBSCRIPTIONS.* 
EUROPE : PLEASE SEND UK EQUIVALENT: USA AND ELSEWHERE 4 PLE/iSE 
SEND US E5.00 


THANKYOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT* 



FROM; The Eastern.-Evening Mewe. August 28th, 1980; 

« GHOSTS CIAIM AS BONES FOUND -. 

ON LEPER HOSPITAL SITE t 

Further evidence of Q leper hospital at Becclos come 
to light yesterday when workmen digging a ditch at 
St, ^fery's Flats, Ballygate, discovered human bones. 
For Mrs, Joyce Leoh^ a resident of St, Mary*8 Flats, 
the finding wais an eerie reminder of ghostly sight¬ 
ings, She says she feels she is being watched. 

The flats are sited on what was an Elizabethan leper 
colory. Thirty years ago, when gas pipes were being 
laid to the flats, human bones and pieces of pottery 
were discovered. The bones were reburied. 

Yesterday's discovery was made by two gas board men digging a ditch to lay 
pipes for bungalows being built in the grounds of St, ifery's Flats to house old 
peoples 

The scheme, started ly Oulton Construction Company, was delayed last year vhen 
Waveney District Council gave permission for a trial archaeological dig on the 
site at the instigation of the Becclos Society, Borne pottery pieces and bones 
vrere found. The building work has recently been taken over ly J. Coopers of 
Gorleston, 

Meanwhile, Mrs, Leon is convinced of the presence of Leper spirits. She clainv- 
ed that on one occasion she saw two cloaked figures walking towards her. 

Among the remains uncovered yesterday, was a skull. Although in pieces it is 
recognisable as such. The teeth are in particularly good condition, age and sex 
are as yet unknown, 

4 ! * + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + ++ + + + + 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + ++ + + + + 



8 

o 

0 

o 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

o 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

o 

0 

0 

0 

0 

o 

0 

0 

0 

o 


oooooooooooooooCOMME NT ooooooooooooooooo 


o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 


Dear Michael W, Burgess, 

I felt I had to make some reply to your 'comment’ 
in the Spring '80 LANTERN (The Bury St.Edmunds Terrestrial Zodiac - An Ex¬ 
planation, p.9*). When we began our year round The Bury Zodiac vre were ful¬ 
ly aware of your total scepticism about it, though not sure whether it was 
a complete hoax or not. However, - or I anyway - felt very strongly conv-o 
pelled to begin the journey - just to see what happened. Our experiences o 
and feelings so far do make us feel there is something there. Maybe they p 
are not actual physical figures laid out on the landscape, (as I ^ beleiveo 
there are at Glastonbury) but there is something there which reflects the b 
mood and ambience of the seasonal cycle/zodiac. It's quite a potent area. 
Perhaps you were drawn to choose that area to work on because there is 
something there I Perhaps you have stumbled on something in spite of your¬ 
self 11 Anyway - I wont attempt to alter your scepticism, but felt I must 
speak up as you rather implied we were mugs I We are very open-minded, I 
do feel I must say though that if you publish a book like that, you must 
be prepared to face the consequences IU 

Now to more practical matters. Re the Thomas a Becket Well at Vfym- 
endham, Bruce has been there. It's in private ground over a road adjacent ° 
to the Abbey grounds. The Well is now sealed up, but the natural spring ° 
which obviously fed it still gushes into a nearlsy stream - vdth much evi¬ 
dence of frequent visits apparently, 

Jill Bruce, 

Brentwood Farm 
Silfield, 

Vfymondham, 

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 
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LOCAL &BV LINES 

NO .3; ST .JAMES SOUTH EUm<l TO SHIPMEADOW. c^UFFOLK. 

NOTE ; Bearing of alignments and orientation of churches are ell expressed., in 
degrees and minutes east of magnetic north. Grid references fefer to the 
centre of the site described, except in the case of large features such 
as camps etc,, where the reference given is to the point at which the 
alignment strikes or cuts the site. 

This alignment is situated immediately south and south-east of Bungay, being 
approximately 6,25 miles in length and consisting of five points, plus confira- 
atoiy sites. It 37uns south-east to north-west, at a bearing of 41® 18*, 

1) - ST. JAI^ CHURCH. SOUTH ELMHAM (TtC238I3); orientation 98®. This basic¬ 
ally Norman church with its square tower stands upon one of the highest oointp 
of 1^4 ^ eastern Suffolk, An old tale relates how, many years ago, a group 
of local harvester cornered the Devil with their pitchforks in either the 
porch, or the base of the squat tower, and held him there until the parson azw. 
rived. When he came, amid the pealing of bells and the chanting of prayers,the 
Devil let out a shriek and escaped by tearing a hole in the wall. The sooty 
marks on the flint-work, once pointed out, are no longer visible. Also St.Jaiws 
where men-were alleged to have attempted to " pen the cuckoo' i Upon a corbel to 
the right of the tower archway inside the church can be seen a gilded metal 
cuckoo, and once there were a series of carved wooden panels depicting the vil¬ 
lage craftsmen tiying to build a hedge round a cuckoo sitting on top of a bush. 
The alignment that begins here originates in the angle between chancel end 
porch, and heads across the road to » Cuckoo Farm I After heading across fields 
the line then lies for about’550 yards along a green oath, from just before 
crossing' with* the track called ’Uncle’s Lane’, Aligned upon the path can be 
seen the next point, which is u- 

2) - ST. MIGHBEI8 CHURCH. SOUTH EIHIAM (TM342839); orientation 96®, Again ess¬ 
entially Norman, the alignment here passes through the square tower. Through 
a gateway in the churchyard the third point is visible 

3) - ST. MARGARETS CHURCH. Ilketahall fTM350853) ; orientation 80®, Just before 
the church is reached though, the OS maps disagree with observation in the 
field. The maps show a wide track, a public footpath, about 300 yards of iirtiich 
is aligned upon the ley, but no trace of this track now remains. The ley passes 
over a tii^ footbridge at the edge of the graveyard, to pass through the chaxu 
eel of the church, vMch is Saxon with later additions. The round tower too is 
Saxon, at least to the belfiy stage. If it were not for the intervening trees 
and buildings, the next point would also be visible, beingr- 

4) - THE MOUNT. lUETSHALI, ST.JOHN (TM368880) ; This 
is in the grounds of the now-derelict Itoor Farm,In 
form it seems’to be a pre-c(»iquest motte, surround¬ 
ed by a circular moat, and with a defensive ditch 
swinging southwards end round to the farm buildings. 

The conical mound was once 20-25 feet high, and the 
moat 8-12 feet deep, but both are much eroded now, 
and almost totally obscured by trees and scrub. The 
name'of the parish ’Ilketshall’, applies also to 
several others hereabouts, and almost certainly de¬ 
rives from the Scandinavian earl of the early Ilth 
century, Ulfcy'tel (or Ulfkell Snillingr), In the 
north, the vhole.of East Anglia was once known as 
•Ulfkell’s Land’, and The Mount has been suggested 
as one of his bases. Ethel Mann in the 1930s thought 



Ley thru The Mount’ 


3 . 




it to be Roman, The alignment passes through the outer edge of the mound at the 
juncture of moat and ditch. Then comes a domestic well on high ground at High- 
fields farm, before reaching the final pointt- 

5) - ST. BARTHOLOMEWS CHURCH. SHIPMEADOW (TM383899) : orientation 107°. The 
ley terminates at the early I6th century tower. The rest of the church (about 
to become redundant) is of the 1300*s, though based upon a Norman original,and 
stands on a lofty spur of l^d^verlooking the Waveney Valley, 


StJiiines, 

S. Elmham 
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St.Michael, 
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, I make no claii^ for the 'mystical significance’ of this or ary other 

alignment - it ^neirely exists. It was found firstly on the OS 1:50,000 map,and 

then confirmed on the 2^’ and 6" maps, and finally by fieldwork, 

• * Michael W,. Burgess, 

oooooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooooooooo 
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♦ + + + + + + + + + ■+ ++..+ •♦• + + + + + + + + ++ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 4 -^ 

♦ Ghosts at Bentwaters . The East Anglian Daily Times of July I5th 1980, publis- + 

+ hod an account of "ghostly goings-on" at the United States Airforce Base at + 

♦ Bentwaters, Suffolk, These were experienced by members of the Air Rescue Squ- + 

•*:, adron, now rather ghoulishly housed in the former mortuary. A lieutenant saw + 
+ the form of ah airman in World War II flying uniform. He could see right thr- + 

♦ ough the apparition and promptly said to it, "I don’t want to talk to you," + 

♦The ghost neither said nor did emything. Another man opened the door of the + 

♦ flight Commander’s office, and felt something brush past him. Lt,Cdr.Michael 

♦ Allen smelt an unusual odour which might have been formaldehyde, used in the ♦ 
+ embalming. of bodies. He added, with some reason, that that it is a spooky 

♦ place. All these experiences happened to people on night duty. The evidence + 

♦ in this ease is rather thin, and the former use of the building might have * 

+ had a psychological effect on those who bccu^ it today. It is to be hoped + 

♦ that further information.-,will be forthcoming on this case, W.J.C, 

♦++ + + + + + + 4 *r-* * + + + + + + + + + + + 4 * + + + + + -^ + + + + + + + + + + 

i^(yTEs 


Nb,65 : GIANT HICKATHRIFI ; Does anyone, anywhere, possess or know of a photo, 
draidng, prin,t etc,, of the mound called the ’Giant’s Grave’ or ’Hickathrift’s 
Castle’ that stood, until !(929, in a field at the Smeeth, Ifershland St, James, 
in the Norfolk Fens? This and any other info on the giant Tom Hickathrift,please, 
to M.W.Burgess, c/o LANTERN. 

tSIOSTS ; "...we are told of the coach and four horses, driven into the 

at "Hellin’s Bottom", after being bewitched by the old farmer owned the 
and of their ghostly re-appearance on the anniversary of the disaster un- 
i^jP^Mcised by the Rev, John Whitmore in the early years of the I9th century, 
Al^'^e same worthy Rector himself is said to have been seen for years af¬ 
ter hiff cBNith in 1840, driving his ghostly trap down Rectory Hill, the horse 
being without a. head1" (Polstead Church & Parish, by L.S.Harleyj 1978; p.IO) 

No,^ : BURIED TREASURE : About a mile east of the Priory at Butley in Suffolk is 
a green hump rising frcmi the marshes, called Burrow Hill, As far as is known,it 
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is not an ancient burial mound, but a local legend says that under it lies hici- 
den a ship and a DanlSb." king, with all his^ ^^apqns euid treasures round him. 

No.68 ; PROPHECY ; "...All that is in print is not necessarily genuine, eg, I 

much misdoubt me of - 

•When (the)Dragon drinks, 

Heigham sinks•, 

- said to be the warning given by 
a stone dragon’s mouth, forming the keystone of the arch of a Norwich Bridge," 
So says Walter I^e in His Songs. Stories & Savings of Norfolk (1897. p,17),but 
true or not, does ar^one know which Norwich Bridge, and whether the ‘stone 
dragon’ still exists? 

No,69 ; F6RTEANA ; In his Waveney Valley (1975), David Butcher, speaking of the 
now-dilapidated moated hall at Broome near Bungay, says: "Mr.Fowle, the owner, 
was taking a stroll on the lawn with a friend, Charles Davy, idien the water in 
the moat surged up and flowed over its retaining wall. In a letter to his son, 
Davy,.theorises that the whole thing was the result of a minor earth trem¬ 

or, a precursor perhaps of the great seismic wave that shook Lisbon on the fol- 
loxdng day (1st Noy, 1755). 

No,70 ; GHOST ; A ghost known as ’VJhite Hannah’ is said to sit at night in a pit 
called the, ’Spintow’ at Friston in Suffolk, a spot where Roman remains were 
once found. She sits there crooning mournful songs and spinning ‘tow’, the bro¬ 
ken part of flax or hemp, (East Anglian Magazine ; Feb.1956, pp236/7,) 

No.7I ; LOCAL ODDITY ; "During the work of repairing the dilapidated and danger¬ 
ous tower of St,Benedict’s church, Norwich, it has been found necessary to re¬ 
move the tree which grew from the interior and appeared on the outside of the 
building, near the summit. An object of much curiosity and interest,vfhich has 
been illustrated in a London publication, and described in various journals, 
has thus disappeared, but its retention would, it was feared, have still fur¬ 
ther endangered the stability of the structure," (Norfolk & Norwich Notes & 
Queries. Aug, 8th, 1896) 

No,72 ; PROPHECY -; "Turning south over Heggatt Heath - a, notorious highwayman’s 
resort - I soon reached the great tree in the centre of the common (just south 
of Horstead, Norfolk), where tradition relates that a miller with three thumbs 
s^all hold three kings' horses during the progress of a great battle- in the 
course of this fight nearly evely'raan in the county will be killed, but no 
date is given," (People & Places in Marshland by C.Marlowe, 1927, p,237) 

No,73 ; SUICIDE BURIAL ; 'Uty father, who was a freeman of the City of Norwich, 
by apprenticeship, remembered, when living in St.Laurences’, seeing a suicide 
carried past his house at twelve at night, to be buried at the cross roads at 
Hangman's lane. An immense crowd followed, to see the stake driven through the 
body," (R.M.L, in Norfolk and Norwich Notes & Queries. Aug.I5th. 1896) Does 
anyone know the vdiereabouts.in Norwich of 'Hangman’s Lane'? 

No.7A ; CURES ; "Acts of gross superstition and barbarity were practised in Nor¬ 
wich as recently as April, 1840, Children who were sickly were taken to a wow 
man living in St, Margaret’s, for the purpose of having their eans'cut,for a 
supposed disease called the 'spinnage'. The operation took place on a Monday 
Morning, when, for threepence, the woman, with a pair of scissors,cut through 
the lobe of the right ear, and then made a cross with the blood upon the fore¬ 
head and breast of the child. On the follovdng monday the left ear was subjec¬ 
ted to the same treatment. On the succeeding Monday the right e'ar underwent 
went the like operation, and, in some cases, it was deemed necessary to perform 
the ridiculous ceremony nine times," (J.A.S. in Norfolk & Norwich Notes & 
Queries. Sept, I2th. 1896. ) 

±$ + + + + + + +0000000 + + + + + + + + + 

THE EDITOR ALWAYS WELCOMES CONTRIBUTIONS TO LANTERN IN THE FORM OR ARTICLES’ 
PIESS CUTTINGS, REVIEWS ETC. PLE/iSE SEND TO THE'EDITOR AT 3 DUNWICH WAY, 

OULTON BROAD, LOWESTOFT, SUFFOLK. NR32 4IK - PLANY THANKS. 
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SIM)AY OCTOBER lOIH ; 

Flies evBryvhere-ln the 
front room. Never seen so many. At around 
3,30pni house was chilled, I was the only one 
to feel it badly. At about 8,I5pm, David’ 
and I both heard music and noises of move¬ 
ments, At 8,45 Gerald, David, Cral^ and my 
i»©lY all heard footsteps and noises of movements but not very clear* On going 
to bed early, while Craig and I were waiting for Gerald to come up> I again 
hoard the clicking noises that I imagined I heard when I thought I saw the 
bird, didn^t look -his time though, Craig at the same time save white iighti 
Presence of something was felt very strongly during the night. Gerald spoke 
to it but it still continued with movements and footsteps* Conversing was also 
heard once during the night, Gerald spent a very bad night, but I waS able to 
alLeep in between. Boys were also disturbed as they were both in one,bed this 
morning. 

MONDAY OCTOBER IITH ; 

More convinced of Roy*s theory now. House has a clammy fe¬ 
eling today, don't know whether it's the weather or not yet; Gerald and I now 
both regret making this move, (Editor's Note ; The family had moved to Norfolk 
from Willesdon, London, four months earlier). We feel that it is something 
ttot is going to be very hard to get rid of. 

Lit fires but house still has a feeling causing me uneasiness, (I am) sitting 
in dining room at time of writings thinking past events over I am still con¬ 
vinced that v^at has occured is either some happening being re-lived or a pre¬ 
diction of somrthing to come and the something just doesn't want this family 
in the house, 

9,45am! Alone with Baby while vn*iting this, noise of movements coming from up|- 
stairs, not frightened enough yet to have to leave the house* Sounds as if do¬ 
ors being shut , Mrs, B also heard them while visiting. First’time this has 
happened. At 6*30pm while in bed, smell of raustiness came up and it vjas.there 
for about 10 minutes. At 8.30pn footsteps were heard by us all with conversing, 
Sound of something bea>ng dragged - noises seemed to come from the front room 
but it could have been the storeroom. Again a rotten smell came up, but clear¬ 
ed just a few minutes later, David, on arriving at 9,30pm, heard noises, but 
(he) stopped in the dining room till it stopped at 10,30, Thought it i^rais door 
knob on our bedroom door. 

During morning Mrs# B, came into front room with me to investigate noise,still 
a large number of flies for some reason. After the early evenings activities 
we made ourselves go to sleep early - had a good nights sleep though* 

TUESDAY OCTOBER I2TH ! 

Noise didn't seem too bad today. Reporter called from the 
EDP (Eastern Daily Press) took him into front room, a number of flies still 
present. Room very cold. 

At 8,30pm, vdiile all in dining room, 4 different lots of noise from hall, soun¬ 
ded like door handle being turned, 5 minutes later noise ^o;.mded from comer 
of dining room as if from kitchen cellar or upstairs, of several bangs. Cold 
Draught of air felt, this time by Gerald and kids who were sitting in a row in 
front of fire, I was by the side of the fireplace. At 9.40pm there was noises 
as if someone was coughing or burbing, either ‘ (from) front room or kitchen I 
don't think it was (from) hall. Sweet smell like faint perfume but not a plea¬ 
sant smell. Went to bed at 10,30, freezing cold upstairs, although temperature 
was 70, l^sic, voices and hammering Mere heard several times till 11,30 vfhen 
•phone rang and Brian was on line. While sitting on stairs with Gerald, a noise 
as if something was dropped (together) with noise of movement as well from 
front room. During afternoon had a very strong urge to go upstairs vMch got 
stronger, so I went into garden as I Imew I wap afraid, 

WEDNESDAY OCTOBER I3th ; 

House at 60 degrees temperature but not feeling cold 


pmy Of A 

HfiUMWC; 

conclusion'^ 
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at all, David and I went into front room to see if anything had been moved or 
fallen, nothing was disturbed. House has the feeling of un-rest and several 
movements have been heard but do'far we are'putting it ddvAl to imagination. 

Heard today that the Vicar was making fun at hall today of ghost. Unrest cont¬ 
inued. Out v/hen David came home from school and took (a) friend into the cel¬ 
lar ~ while there 2 bangs (vjare heard) from opening in cellar. At 8,30pm again 
sounds were heard from hall and then noises from front room. At 9.30pm house 
freezing cold temperature 62. degrees. Felt sure it was here to stay. 

Reporters came round at lO o'clock and at lO.IOpm sounds and bangs started 
pracyically straightway. Reporters used bedroom for photos, but said he smooth¬ 
ed the bed - bed looked as if laid upon at about 12,30, We had a very peaceful 
night ourselves as we felt relaxed. Reporters continued to hear noises and 
bangs throughout the night - not clear on what they actually heard though - 
(reporters left at 7am, At about 7.15am a movement was heard upstairs accomp¬ 
anied by footsteps. While in toilet at 7.30am something moved across landing. 
House very cold this morning - 62 degrees, . 

THURSDAY. OCTOBER I4TIi ; 

House temperature has dropped to 60 degrees but not 
feeling so cold. House atm.osphere seems uneasy. Still hearing noises from up¬ 
stairs at 9,25ara,.Keep looking as I feel someone is with me towards door of 
dining room, I imow this isn't my imagination - after this, quiet,. at 7.20pm 
Icnocks were heard and about 8,30 to 9pm a hammering was heard and then more 
bangs. Movements in ha'l at II,I5pm, We went to bed and had a ggod nights 
sleep. 

Heard from a .spirituiLint today t-vdce, A faraily of non-believers came to sit in 
this evening from Old Hunstanton, They all heard- 

FRIDAY. OCTO BER I5TH; 

House felt very eerie but not too bad. Noises about 9»30am, 
At 4p:i' noises like 'raovements.j contacted medium who came to house and exorcised 
the house. Good night. - nc noises or movement. Quietness uncanny, 

SATURDA Y OCTOBE R I6thp 

,About II (o'clock) in morning went to spare room - bed 
looked as I if a struggle had taken place, 

SroiDAY. OOTO BE'R I"th; 

Had a good night again, unbelievable - but bed in spar© 
room looked as if laid upon. Had Mrs S's relatives to see us this afternoon,at 
about ©,I5 to a.,40pra. While discussing this visit at about 5.3Qpm in dining 
room (an) ornamental pan on left hand (side) of fireplace lifted about four 
inches off wall and' went do\-mi with a‘bang. Had a gobd^ night again,^ 

MONDAY. OCTOBER I 8TH: " 

Ijast night: at -lo minutes to II David and I, while sitting 
in dining room, heard what seemed to "be the shovel throi-jn or dropped. Good 
night though, 

TUESDAY, OCTOBE R IpTH; 

At 4r30pT!i Craig said he hs.d switched kettle off but 
turned round to find t switched on again. About 4.15p-m heard from storeroom 
four faint raps or ham-mo :..-ing„ At 5 minates to 7 3 .P, aged 14, turned kitchen 
light off and it came on immediately by itself, David was vrith him. At about 
5 o'clock ’^rent to spare room anc carpet at foot of bed nad wet foot prints, 

SUNDAY OCTO BER 24th i 

About midday, Julie, while talking to Dorothy and myself 
on second landing, thought Baby in spare room and had gone in w/hile we was 
talking, but room W3.3 empty when we looked, 

EDITOR'S NOPE; the following incidents x^rore also noted at the end of the diary 
but no specific date is given. 

While Dorothy and David wrare here during th-e first week of (our) posession of 
house, Dorothy though^ she sawr a woman on first an^irip- they both heard 

talking - someon-o asked ’’Who are they’' from spare room. 


r-f 
i • 



JL fortolght after, wa moved in, Brian cane and told ua he had seen a woman in a 
white dress cross landing to spare room, 

A fortnight'later, Dave went upstairs to go to toilet, but came down and said 
he had seen a ghost of a woman floating towards him from bathroom as if in a 
cloud and (it) seemed to pass through him while on second landing. 

Baby told 'my daughter and I that the moon had once come to see her in bed. De¬ 
scribed it as all white and shining and without any feet, 

0 O o 0 o O O 0 O O O O 0 o 

Although Mrs. A*s 'diaiy* finishes here it seems that the phenomena continued 
on and off for the next three years, until finally the family decided to quit 
the house and move back to London after their child referred to as Baby in Mrs, 
A's notes died. The house was put up for sale in August 1974 and sold not long 
•after. In August 1974, Mrs, A,, in a letter to the BSIG said, 

"While our house still does have some activities and disturbances.. 

,,,there is no pattern to days or times, or where, when or what. 

It was very active Sunday afternoon which, apart from little 
/incidents has been the first major event for sometime,,." 

There can be little doubt of the profound effect this experience had on Mrs.A 
in another letter,' commenting on a TV programme about ghosts, she said: 

"That ’haunting' (referriiig to the TV investigation) would have 
been better suited as a kiddies bedtime fairy story,,,, they 
should not have tried to insult the intelligence of people,,,. 

Haunting brings terror, honror and fear even if it is of the 
unknown and unexpected, and nobody would be able to convince 
me otherwise,,," 

As noted in the 'diary’, Mrs.A did call in a medium to exorcise the house and, 
judging by her letter which accompanied the diary, the exorcism did have some 
effect. She says: 

",,,the medium vho exorcised the house told us that an elderly 
couple who had caused the tragic death of a child were responsible 
for our hauntings. This he was able to tell us without being given 
any information,,.he has also been succesful with the clearing of 
the house although a whole week went by before it finally cleared" 

FINIS. 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
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EXGH.'ANGE MAGAZINES 

FORTEAH TIMES : A quarterly Journal of news, notes, reviews and references on 
current and historical strange phenomena, related subjects and philosophies. 
Edited by .R.J.M,Rickard, annual UK sub is £4.00 from Dept,a, c/o DTWAGE^ 

9/12 St, Arines Court, London, WI, 

EARTHLINK : Quarterly publication on UFOs and related phenomena. Single copy 
70p, annual sub £2,75 (UK), £4,00 (overseas) from I 6 Raydons Road, Dagenham, 
Rl^ 5JR,, Essex, . 

MAGQNIA t quarterly ~ open-minded and alternative approaches to UFO research 
and investigation,. Annual sub £1,75 from John Rimmer, 64 Alric Avenue, New 
Maldon, Surrey, KT3 4IW, 

SKYWA.TCH t An infonnal magazine devoted to UFOs and related subjects^ Published 
bi-monthly by the Manchester Aerial Phenomena Investigation Team (MPIT), Ed¬ 
ited by D, Rees - Full details from 92 Hillcrest Road, Offerton, Stockport, 
Cheshire. SK2 5SE, 

THE LEY HUNTER: Quarterly - THE magazine of earth mysteries and related sub¬ 
jects. Single copies 75p - annual sub £3,00. Edited by Paul Devereux, PO Box 
152, London NIO lEF. . . 
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ANCIENT MISTERIES ; fformerly the JOURNAL. OP CEOKANCY) - The journal of geomancy, 
lost knowledge and ancient enigmas. Published quarterly by the Institute of 
Qeomantic Research (IGR), Full subscription to AH^IGR is ifivS which entitles 
subscriber to 4 issues of AM plus any Occasional Papers published by the IGR 
during that year. Details from Nigel Pennick, 14^ Pheasant Rise, ‘Bar Hill, 
Cambs, CB3 SSD, Send 75p for sample copy of ANCIENT MYSTERIES. 

THE MATHEN ; Journal of the wilderness religion. Pagan movement information, 

20p (with journal 45p) from Selene, Can y lloer, Ffarmers, Ilanwdra^ Dyfed* 

SANGREAL ; the quarterly journal of the pysteriea in Britain evokes the'Spirit 
of Merlin's Island through magic and legend, ancient crafts end undying trad,* 
itions. Sigle issue 75p, post free. Annual sub £2.75 (overseas ^8.by surface 
mail) from BM Sangreal, London WCIV 6XX, England, 

WOOD AND WATER ; A pagan newsletter of Wells and Springs - folklore and legend, 
news, reviews, opinion. Single copies 45p inc* postage; 3 issues £1»3$ from. 
Wood and Water, 38 Exmouth Street, SWindbn, Wilts. SNI 3PU, 

THE CAULDRON : A quarterly pagan journal of the 'old religion'* Single issue 
25pj 4 issue sub £1.00 (blank POs and cheques please) to; the Cauldron; BCM 
Box 1633, . London WCIV 6XX. 

ZETETIC SCHOLAR ; Published twice yearly. An independant scientific review of 
claims of anomalies and the paranormal, 215*00 per year from The Editor, Mar¬ 
cello Truzzi, Dept, of Sociology, Eastern Michigan Univesity, Ypsilanti, Mich¬ 
igan 48197, U.S.A, 

NORTHERN UFOIDGY ; Quarterly report of the Northern UFO Network (NUFON). All 
enquiries to NUFON, 8 Whitethroat Walk, Birchwood, Warrington, Cheshire, 

LANTERN WELCOi'fflS MUTUAL EXCHANGES WITH OTHER PUBLICATIONS OP A SIMILAR NATURE. 
ALL MAGAZINES RECEIVED REGULARLY ON AN EXCHANGE BASIS WILL BE LISTED IN EVERY :;. 
ISSUE OP LANTERN - ALL THAT IS REQUIRED IN RETURN IN A IvENTION OF LANTERN IN , 
YOUR OWN JOURNAL. 

+++++++++++++++++ +REVIEW+ ++++++++++++++++++ 

* LINCOLNSHIRE DR/AGON ; The latest mag on the scene to deal idth Earth b^steri'*' 
ies and related subjects. It is published quarterly by LINCOINSHIRE 
EARTH MSTERIES RESEARCH, and in many ways makes a very fitting companion 
for LANTERN - with Lincolnshire being Norfolk's northern neighbour,. Issue "*■ 

^ No,2 of ID contains articles on 'The Sacred Geometry of Boston Stump* - 
^ 'Dragon-lore' and the 'Serpent in Lincolnshire' plus UFO reports news and 
reviews, A worthwhile venture deserving support, which should b© of parti- : ■'*’ 
cular interest to East Anglians. Annual subscription is £2,00 includir^ , 

* postage from the Editor, Andrev/ Pickering, I6 Packhorse Lane, Swineshead * 
Boston, Lines, PE20 3JE, 

+ + 

+ ♦ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + ♦ + + + + + + + + + + + + ♦ + + + + + + ++• 

FROM ; Hydriotaphla - Ume Buriall; or. A Discourse of the Sepulchrall Urnes 
Lately Found in Norfolk, by Sir Thomas Browne, I o5.8: 

"In a field of old Wtvlsingham, not many moneths past# were digged up between 
fourty and fifty Urnes, deposited in a dry and sandy soil, not a yard deep, nor 
farre from one another; Not all strictly of one figure,..some containing two. 
pounds of bones, distinquishable in s^lls, ribs, jawes, thigh-bones, and teeth 
with fesh impressions of their combustion. Besides the extraneous substances 
like peeces of small boxes, or combes handsomely wrought, handles of small 
brasse instruments, brazen nippers, and in one some kinde of Opaleiii.Some 
Umes have been found at Castor, some also about Southcreake, and not many 
years past, no lesse than ten in a Field at Buxton.,*Of those found at Bux¬ 
ton, some were covered with flints, some, in other parts, with tiles, those 
at Yarmouth Castor were closed with Romane briks, and some have proper earth¬ 
en covers adapted and fitted to them..." ^ 

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 

ooooooooooooo 
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REWS... 

”It is late. The night is dark and 
still, Kim Sergeant is driving his girl 
friend, Carole Grunday, home after a 
hnpRT evening spent vith friends* Sud¬ 
denly, * they are not as alone as they 
would wish* Low in the sl^ a glowing 
red ball is hovering above the skyline 
as it tracks their fasft-moving par. 
Silently, it follovra the vehicle.* s 
every turn. It has come from out of the 
blue .. but 2I-year-old iCim soon reali¬ 
ses it is not about to leave. 

After minutes that seem like , hours', 
Kim reachesn village and swings wildly 
left into a side road. The couple are 
by now frantic about their uninvited 
observer. Panic-stricken, they cannot 
switch their gaze as it reaches the . 
end of the road just in front of them. 
Smoothly, agonisingly slowly, it des¬ 
cends to.roof level. It is going to 
land, .. 

Instinctively, ICim stops the car - 
and to his horror, the ball stops too. 
It hovers, motionless, and then - as 
if an intelligent being has come to a 
decision - it begins to float silently 
towards them. 

Galvanised with fear, Kim starts the 
car and drives like a man possessed to 
Carole's house. To his inexpressable 
relief the apparition vanishes behind 
a clump of trees as mysteriously as it 
arrived, 

A scene ^rom a science fiction film? 
A children s comic? Perhaps the script 
of a late night TV series? No: the in¬ 
cident above happened at Blofield 
(Norfolk), just over a week ago. 

Whether you are a beleiver or a 
sceptic, there is no doubt - something 
very eerie happened to terrify the 
young couple. 

Later, a very subdued Kim recalled: 
first reaction was'to ignore it - 
it was just something silly. But it 
was a glowing red object which you 
could not help but notice," 

Suggest to Kim that "a drop of the 
hard stuff" might have influenced his 
imagination and he becomes very prick¬ 
ly, "Certainly not - I had nothing to 
drink," 

So writes Andy Russell, in typical 


jovimalistic fashion in the Yarmouth 
Merciu^ of Sept, 5th., 1980. This re- 
port (undated, but which probably oc- 
cured on the weekend of August 23/24 , 
this year)was the lead-in to an arti¬ 
cle entitled *We are Not Alone*, how 
accimate Mr, Russell's reporting of 
this incident is, is somehow in doubt, 
as the article also referred to the 
B,S,I,G* (or Borderline Science Inves¬ 
tigation Work according to the arti¬ 
cle) with its membership of 200 (a.c- 
tually we had 25 at the last counti). 
All in all though the article was 
quite- good, although once again the 
media had to include a photograph o§ 
BSIG members undertaking the doubt¬ 
ful occupation of 'skymtching. 

gather vath a comment that we are"so 
interested to find out whht these UFOs 
are all about they organise skywatches 
and, armed only with a Thermos flask 
and a telescope, members boldly go to 
take on beings from another v/orld,,,“ 
This statement is far removed from the 
truth, -Many years ago the BSIG decided 
that sitting up all night staring at 
the sky waiting for UFOs to appear id 
a pointless (and fruitless) occupation, 
Skywatches are still occasionally held 
but only to enable new members to fam¬ 
iliarise themselves with the night sky, 
NOT to look for UFOs. Either the press 
once again got it wrong or they xrere 
mis-informed, - 4 - . - + 

Not to be outdone, on Sept. 12th,, ■: 
the Lowestoft Journal ran a similar 
article with a photograph showing BSIG 
members "Armed with sophisticated (?) 
equipment,,,waiting for a UFO to ap-- 
pear," This article said that the ' 
group's membership was "about 100 "« 

Also mentioned in the Yarmouth 
Mercury article, was a UFO report 
from Hopton, Suffolk which took place 
on Wednesday, August 20th, 1980. This 
report was given better coverage in 
the Eastern Evening News of August 
28th,, in the Yarmouth Porthole col¬ 
umn, The witnesses were Mr, Leslie 
Frost, a 46 year-old engineer, his 
wife, Margaret and their lo yeax-old 
son, Anthony, The sighting took place 
from the bottom of their garden in 
Sidegate Road, Hopton, 

Describing what he saw, Mr, Frost 
told the EEN; "It was like wilking 
walking into the garden and seeing 
Yarmouth Pleasure beach," That was 
the impression he gained from the 
mass of brilliant lights - but this 
was out in the country, above a big 


10 , 



stubble field, 

*Peggotty* who vrites^the •Porthole* suddenly vinish ed o s though they went 
Lumn, went on to Sescribe .'a'‘6ul^€aln." , ' ■ - / 


Column, 
experience: 

"It was a clear, moonlit night at ^,45 
gm. He said he saw above the field two 
huge 'absolutely square• structures 
ahowing a pattern of red and white 
lights themselves as big as cars,There 
was hardly any noise, which he found 
unnerving. 

According to Mr. Frost, "I saw them 
come across, like formation flying but 
too slow for planes and they couldn’t 
have been helicopters," And Anthony 
added, "There was one big square one 
and a smaller one, with all these red 
and white lights," 

Mr, Frost went on, "They were solid 
shape and you could almost feel the 
solid-ness, I don't beleive in UFOs - 
I'm an engineer, and you can't put st¬ 
ructures as big as that in the air.It 
was absolutely fantastic and there's 
no possible explanation," 

They never landed, he said, but as 
one flew over his head "it was just 
like a big manta casting its shadow," 
Then it stopped and "a terrific flash" 
was followed by a small triangular 
craft emerging from it and that cir¬ 
cled for about ten minutes and finally 
hovered above his head, flew off in 
the path of the other two and "they 


I'fr. Frost admitted it sounded, ""far 
fetched", but swears he saw it all for 
about half an hour, his son saw most 
of it, and his wife saw some before 
hurrying indoors because their small 
daughter was alone there, 

'Peggotty' made some enquiries of Us 
own in an attempt to establish the 
identity of these craft, he says: 
"Unfortunately my efforts to check 
with the Ministry of Defence and pla¬ 
ces like air traffic control centres 
to see if there were, for example, 
'airborne military manouvres or iniden- 
tified radar 'blips' at that time were 
thwarted because of Bank Holiday week¬ 
end," 

At the time of writing this sighting 
is still being investigated ty Dot 
Street of the BSIG, in the meantime •vre 
can only echo 'Peggotty's closing re¬ 
marks : "So, whnt was it? Unless the 
Frost family are leg-pulling, which 
seems highly unlikely, they must have 
seen something very strange and app¬ 
arently inexplicable. And whatever it 
Was, it frightened Mr, Frost." 

Ivan Bunn : 

0000000000000000 00 '" 

oooooooooooooooOoa-' 


+ +TM ++++++++++++++ book REVIEW+ ++++++++++++++++++ 


■•+ THIS HOUSE IS HAUNTED by Guy Lyon Playfairj Souvenir Press, 1980; pp288 plus . + 
+ > photos; £6.95.* • • • ■ ' + 

+ Of all the books written on the poltergeist phenomena, this one must come out + 
+ on top. It concerns the case in Enfield, London which began in August 1977 and + 
+ which was given wide coverage in the press and on radio and TV. The family in- + 
+ volved consited of a divorced mother and her two sons and daughters. The pheno-+ 
+ mena centered on the two girls aged 13 and II, Guy Playfair and SPR investigator 
+ Michael Grosse stayed with the family for many months and witnessed the whole + 
+ spectrum of poltergeist activity including apparitions, bangings, spoon bending+ 
+ doors opening and closing, moving and flying objects, falls of coins, apports + 
+ and a strong force |Which would hurl the children through the air. They also wit* 
+ nessed one of the wirdest aspects of the case which was on abnormally loud, + 
+ gruff and corse voice which emanated from the II year old girl. All of these + 
+ things Playfair anq Grosse recorded on tape with the comments of the family at + 
♦ the time, and the book itself is based on these recordings, Mr, Playfair has + 
+ resisted the common practise of 'dressing-up' stories like this one to make + 
+ them into a more readable (and saleable commodity) and all the dialogue in the + 
+ book also comes direct from the recordings. The end product, although not a + 
+ literary masterpiece, is one of the best books on this subject on the market, + 
+ Whether or not you agree with Mr,Playfair's 'Spiritism' leanings, this book is + 
+ a must for all those interested in contemporary poltergeist cases. The photoL- + 
+ graphs are fascinating, taken by automatic cameras, show some incredible shots + 
+ of 'poltergeist' in action. If you haven't got a copy - go and get one, + 

+ J.R. + 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + *+ + + + + + + ++ 


II. 



++++++++ TALES OF WITCHCRAFT IN OLD SUFFOLK +++++++++++ 


Thomas Spatehet In 1665 was the Bailiff of isi Suffolk, He suff¬ 

ered an extreme bout of headaches and fits and duly considered himself be* 
witchedi Perhaps the fact that as a child he had fallen down a well and had 
fractured his skull may have had something to do with it, but alas, things 
weren't quite so simple then, 

A poor beggar named Abire Grinsett was duly accused of bevdtching him; 
and her guilt was beyond doubt as Spatehet said that he had seen her 'shade'in 
his bedroom. So there, and what is more, he had bitten it and Abre Grinsett 
was subsequently seen limping. What fine conclusive evidence it was I 

Her confession at trial told of the Deyil appearing to her in the foem 
of a cat, but she denied causing Spatehet any harm. 

One of the magistrates, an emlightened man I am inclined to think, re¬ 
fused to convict Abre Grinsett, and turned her free making a comment to the 
effect that as long as she continued to bewitch men like Spatehet she was wel¬ 
come to do so as far as he was concerned. So Abre Grinsett wont home and Sp^ 
tohet* still convinced that hhe was causing his headaches and fits, releived 
himself by prayer and continued in much the same state of health until Febru¬ 
ary I3th> 1667, about two months before the dpath of the suspect. The unfortii- 
nate woman, despite being armed with two cudgels, was unable to keep the Devil 
at bay, and died with all the skin of her arras and hands scratched or torn 
offii The exact circumstances of her death are not known, but its seems that 
even though the Judiciary discharged her, the law of the mob Was not to be de¬ 
nied its victimi 

Even so, 8patchet was not relieved of his fits \diich, although not so 
frequent; stayed with him until he died - which made him claim that other wi¬ 
tches besides Agre had a share in the cause of his sufferingI 

As a postscript, it is worth noting that some twenty years earlier, 
Spatehet had had dealings with witchcraft vAien, in August 1645, he was appoin¬ 
ted as one of the official 'watchers' at Dunwich by non other than that infam¬ 
ous witchhunter, Matthew Hopkins, 

* A Fa^thf^ul Narrative of the V^nderful and Extraorinarv Fits which Mr. Thosj. 

Spatehel} (lat^e of Dunvdeh "and c'ootdy)'was under by "Witchcrafts , .wherein are 
spye^al Bemarkable Instances of the Gracious Effects of Fervent. Prayer. * Ey 
Samuel Petto, Minister of the Gospel at Sudbury in Suffolk, vHio was an eye¬ 
witness of a great part, , , .London* * * il693. R,A*HAXELL 



THE NEXT EDITION OF LANTERN WILL BE AVAILABIE IN JAimRf, 1981 - dont miss it 
OT, better still, take out a subscription and be sure of a copyl 
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